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Now that the petition is closed and comments have been made, it is abundantly clear that people are 
concerned about the unregulated way the Forestry Industry operates in Scotland and in particular, the 
manner in which Private Contactors and Timber Hauliers flagrantly trash our roads and verges then 
walk away without making good.  
 
There are countless examples of this throughout Scotland but one ‘live’ example has been brought to 
my attention, that of Cairnryan. Here the local Community Council has been doing its best to get a 
private company, Fountains Forestry, to commit to what seems to be very sensible modus operandi. 
This includes such things as limiting the number and frequency of lorries [the objective being to avoid 
clashes with ferry traffic using both the P&O and Stena Line ports at Cairnryan], a speed limit of 
10mph, wheel washes placed strategically at the bottom of the access roads and mirrors placed on 
bends. However, these very sensible, reasonable suggestions have largely been ignored by those 
doing the extracting. Regrettably, they have also failed to sign up to an agreement to make repairs to 
any roads and property they damage! 
 
Elsewhere, one lady contributor suggested, “It is now unsafe for ordinary road users to drive, cycle or 
walk these roads. Forests were planted over 60 years ago with no upgrading of roads in preparation 
for forest extraction. These roads were built for traffic of 100 years ago - horses and carts with 
occasional motorised vehicles - not massive timber trucks”! 
 
I doubt few would argue with the sentiment of that comment; the size of Timber wagons has 
increased over time yet the size and structure of our roads has not. These roads are simply not 
capable of handling 44 tonne articulated wagons, nor were they made wide enough to allow other 
road users to pass safely. Where passing places are few and far between it makes it nigh on 
impossible for cars and similar traffic to pass. This inevitably results in car drivers having to reverse 
long distances and on inclines and around bends in some cases. The Highway Code / Police state 
that “drivers should not reverse further than it is safe to do so” but what choice to drivers have when 
faced with a 44 tonne articulated lorry coming in the opposite direction? The answer is that it won’t be 
the lorry that reverses! Some would call this ‘bullying’! 
 
Such vehicles, even with their softer, low pressure tyres and advanced suspension systems cause 
potholes yet the haulier companies seem to care little about the damage their vehicles cause. Indeed, 
it was pointed out to me at a meeting at my home attended by Dumfries and Galloway Council 
Officers, a manager from Premier Woodlands and the south of Scotland Timber Transport Officer that 
these companies do in fact pay their road tax. I found the comment extremely unhelpful and 
disturbing because I also pay my road tax. As far as I’m aware, the fact that owners of larger vehicles 
pay proportionately more road tax than car drivers does not give them carte blanch to cause needless 
and excessive damage.  
 
I and my neighbours know full well what the residents of Cairnryan are about to face, our only access 
road [the U53W], was severely damaged by large timber trucks which is evidenced by photograph 1 
below which clearly shows the damage to the road verge on U53W adjacent to the Glaik Forest on 
the North Rhinns.  
 
This particular trench was also the cause of a Council Road Sweeper to come off the road so the 
potential to cause harm to other road users is clear. Such damage can be seen on virtually every 
road that is used by these vehicles with the problem being exacerbated during the winter months. 
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Disturbingly, Dumfries and Galloway Council were advised of the issue and promised to fill in the 
ditch but did not specify when. Needless to say, the ditch remains some 2-3 years after the damage 
was caused. Regrettably, local residents have had to use their four wheel drive vehicles to pull other 
drivers out of this and other trenches near the Glaik Forest. 
 
Photograph 2 also shows damage caused by these wagons to kerbstones. The constant ‘bouncing’ or 
’squashing’ of the tyre has chipped the concrete away but when asked to repair the damage the 
haulier refused and said it was not responsible. The Council would not get involved either and said it 
was not their responsibility. 
 
So the damage is real as is the dirt and the noise which, because there is no regulation, can and 
does continue into the wee small hours which my neighbours who reside opposite the Glaik will 
happily testify.  
 
It is a fact that almost all of the country’s forests are in rural and often remote areas. It is also a fact 
that most of the roads that run through or past them are a combination of unclassified or B class 
country roads. These same roads will also pass through hamlets and villages on their way to the 
wider roads network, Cairnryan being a good example as it straddles the A77[T]. So why should 
people who live adjacent to the Timber Transport routes be discriminated against? No other 
residential group suffers in the same way! 
 
It is increasingly apparent, both to me and to those who have supported this petition that the status 
quo cannot be allowed to continue. It cannot be right that those who damage our roads and bring 
excessive noise, dirt and misery to our rural communities should be allowed to do so with impunity.  
 
The perpetrators have demonstrated over time that they will not volunteer to effect repairs or consult 
with communities about their activities. So if the industry can’t or won’t regulate itself then it must 
surely be time to force the issue. It is time to legislate so that everyone, the public and the Industry 
know what can and can’t be done, what is acceptable and what is not.  
 
I should also like to stress that those who live in rural areas are not necessarily anti-forestry, many 
see the massive benefit the Forestry industry is to the economy and this petition should not be seen 
as anti-forestry either, it is not!  



But it should be seen as a genuine attempt to put right what is wrong, those who reside in the 
forested areas of Scotland should not have to suffer just because the industry chooses not to put its 
own house in order! The Timber industry has had many years in which to regulate itself and the best 
it has come up with is a voluntary code which few private timber companies have chosen to adopt 
with most paying only lip service to it.  
 
It seems their decisions are motivated solely by profit which inevitably means the environment 
suffers. It is now time the Scottish Government ‘bit the proverbial bullet’ and passed legislation which 
ensures those involved in timber extraction are forced to consult local communities about those 
operational matters which impact upon them e.g. times of work and the loading and removal of logs 
from site. Funds also need to be set aside so that roads can be widened or additional passing places 
created. Likewise, any damage caused should be repaired once operations have ceased. 
 
It is my firm belief that only by enshrining the Confor guidelines into law [all or in part] will we have a 
chance of protecting the environment against unscrupulous Timber companies.  
One thing is clear, if the Scottish Government chooses not to legislate and regulate the industry the 
damage to our roads will increase and rural communities will continue to be blighted by the noise, dirt 
and vibrations caused by Forestry activities.  
 
That is a future I view as completely unacceptable! 
 
 


